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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
GREGORY J. SALUTE 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
CRISTINA FELIX 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 195663 

300 So. Spring Street; Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-2455 

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Statement oflssues Case No. 
Against: 

YAIFEH KATE CHAFEH 
STATEMENT OF ISSUES 

Registered Nurse License Applicant 

Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. LouiseR. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) brings this Statement oflssues solely in 

her official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing,. Department of 

Consumer Affairs (Board). 

2. On or about December 13, 2011, the Board received an application for a Registered 

Nurse License from Yaifeh Kate Chafeh (Respondent). On or about NovemberlO, 2011, Yaifeh 

Kate Chafeh certified under penalty of perjury to the truthfulness of all statements, answers, and 

representations in the application. The Board denied the application on April30, 2012. 
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JURISDICTION 

3. This Statement oflssues is brought before the Board under the authority of the 

following laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise 

indicated. 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

4. Section 480 states, in pertinent part: 

(a)' A hoard may deny a license regulated by this code on the grounds that the 
applicant has one of the following: 

(3) (A) Done any act that if done by a licentiate of the business or 
profession in question, would be grounds for suspension or revocation of license. 

(B) The board may deny a license pursuant to this subdivision only if the 
crime or act is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the 
business or profession for which application is made .... 

5. Section 2736 provides that the Board of Registered Nursing (Board) may deny a· 

license when it finds that the applicant has committed any acts constituting grounds for denial of 

licensure under section 480 of that Code. 

6. Section 2761 states, in pertinent part: 

The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an 
. application for a certificate or license for any of the following: 

(a) Unprofessional conduct ... 

REGULATORY PROVISION 

7. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1444, states: 

· · A conviction or act shall be considered to be substantially related to the 
qualifications, functions or duties of .a registered nurse· if to a substantial degree it 
evidences the present or potential unfitness of a registered nurse to practice in a 
manner consistent with the public health, safety, or welfare. Such convictions or acts 
shall include but not be limited to the following: 

(a) Assaultive or abusive conduct including, but not limited to, those violations 
listed in subdivision (d) of Penal Code Section 11160 .... 
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CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION 

(Substantially Related Unprofessional Conduct) 

8. Respondent's application is subject to denial under sections 480, subdivision (a)(3), 

2736, and 2761, subdivision (a), and California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1444, in that 

on or about August 7, 2010, Respondent committed a substantially related act ofunprofessional 

conduct, an act that if done by a licentiate of the business or profession in question, would be 

grounds for suspension or revocation oflicensure. The circumstances are as follows: 

a. On or about August 7, 2010, Respondent while a passenger in a vehicle became 


uncontrollably agitated at the driver, her boyfriend, causing a verbal and physical altercation. 


. While the vehicle,:was moving, Respondent hit and scratched the driver's face causing it to bleed 

and leaving a mark one to two inches long. The vehicle swerved left and right as Respondent hit 

the driver. The driver then stopped the vehicle at a freeway on ramp. Respondent removed the 

keys from the vehicle's ignition, threw the keys at the driver and got out of the car. The argument 

progressed to outside of the vehicle and Respondent armed herself with a 2x4 piece of wood 12

14 inches long which she repeatedly swung at the driver hitting him in the upper left arm. When 

speaking to the police officer at the scene, Respondent was extremely irate, cursing and, when 

referring to the driver, clenched her fists and grit her teeth. Further, Respondent initially denied 

arming herself with the piece of wood but then admitted to the police officer that she had grabbed 

it. 

b. Subsequently, on or about November 3, 2010, after pleading nolo contendere, 

Respondent was convicted of one interlineated lesser infraction violating Penal Code section 415 

[fighting; noise; offensive words] in the criminal proceeding entitled The People ofthe State of 

California v. Yafeh Kate Chafeh (Super. Ct. San Bernardino County, 2010, No. MVA1002335). 

The Court ordered Respondent to pay a $500.00 fine. 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board issue a decision: 

1. Denying the application ofYaifeh Kate Chafeh for a Applicant for Registered Nurse 

License; and 

2. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: _/!p---rr-·-~--'------'--~,....:=-{)()--'------10-'-----
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